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and a black patch on each side oi the breast, but no com-
plete dark band as in the preceding Sand- Plovers. The
bill and legs are all black.

The length is six-and-a-half inches, with the wing about
four, shank just over the inch, and bill rather short of
an inch.

Although a Kentish man myself, I must admit that this
bird is most absurdly named, for it is really found over
most of the Old World, usually only as a migrant in the
southern portions. In our Empire, however, over which
it is generally distributed, some birds breed, from Trin-
comalee to Kurrachee. The eggs are just over the inch
long and rather streakily marked ; sometimes only three
are laid.

The Mongolian Sand -Plover.

mongoiica and M. geoffroyi, BLANFORD,
Faun. Brit. Ind., Birds, Vol. IV, pp. 237, 239.

, This species is in winter simply brown above and white
below, with no white at the back of the neck as in the pre-
ceding Sand-Plovers, but with a more or less perfect brown
band across the breast. In summer there are some black
markings on the head, and the crown, back and sides of
neck, and breast, are chestnut. The bill is black and the
legs grey or olive.

There are two varieties or races of this species, differing
practically only in size, the smaller and commoner being
seven-and-a-half inches long, with a five-inch wing, and
the bill three-quarters of an inch long. This is the true
mongoiica; the larger bird (geoffroyi) is about an inch longer,
with the bill over an inch in length, and looking consider-
ably larger in proportion. Dr. Blanford treats them as
separate species, but Mr, Dresser in his "Manual of